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ABSTRACT: A novel low-bandgap conjugated polymer with the
phenylazomethine moiety as a pendant metal-collecting unit
(PImCDTBT) was synthesized via Suzuki cross-coupling copoly-
merization. Its basic physicochemical properties were revealed, and
the optical bandgap and highest occupied molecular orbital
(HOMO) energy levels were estimated to be 1.73 eV and −5.36
eV, respectively. PImCDTBT successfully assembles metal ions on its
phenylazomethine site, as evidenced by a spectral change similar to
that of its monomeric model compounds. In a bulk heterojunction
photovoltaic device, the open-circuit voltage was clearly enhanced
from 0.46 to 0.52 V by complexation of PImCDTBT, with only 1 wt
% of SnCl2. This was due to a change in either the electronic state of the polymer or its environment by complexing with the
cationic Sn2+ ion.

Investigations of solution-processed organic photovoltaic
(OPV) devices, which are based on the bulk heterojunction

strategy with the use of a π-conjugated polymer (electron
donor) and a fullerene derivative (electron acceptor), have
increased rapidly during the past decade.1 To improve
photoconversion efficiency, one of the most promising
approaches is to broaden the light-absorbing property of the
active layer and to improve the short circuit current (JSC).
Broad light absorption has been achieved on the basis of the
intramolecular charge transfer (CT) transition between the
electron-sufficient and electron-deficient backbone.2 Never-
theless, the improvement of JSC could be achieved more
practically by annealing methods,3 appropriate donor/acceptor
mixing ratios,4 and processing additives5 to offer the ideal bulk
heterojunction structure with a large donor/acceptor interfacial
area. Another more important approach is to modulate the
intrinsic electronic properties (highest occupied molecular
orbital (HOMO) and lowest unoccupied molecular orbital
(LUMO) energy levels) of the constituent electron donor6 and
acceptor7 to improve the open circuit voltage (VOC) of OPV
devices by introducing electron-donating and/or electron-
withdrawing substituents. For investigations in which these
design strategies are integrated, π-conjugated polymers and
fullerene derivatives consistently drive photovoltaic perform-
ance with high photoconversion efficiencies of up to 10%.8 In
parallel to the extension of established methodologies for novel
building blocks, the cultivation of easily processable strategies
for improving OPV characteristics by fundamentally tailoring
the electronic state of the active layer would be of great

importance. One practical approach is to employ interfacial
dipole moments to align the energy levels at the heterojunction
with a multilayered device structure, which results in the flexible
adjustment of the VOC of poly(3-hexylthiophene) (P3HT)/
[6,6]-phenyl C61-butyric acid methyl ester (PCBM) devices.9

Here, we focus on complexation in polyaniline10 and
phenylazomethine derivatives, which plays an important role
in the improvement of various organic electronic devices such
as organic electroluminescent devices11 and dye-sensitized solar
cells.12 To incorporate this “complexation effect” into bulk
heterojunction-type OPV devices, we designed a p-type donor−
acceptor-type π-conjugated polymer possessing the pendant
phenylazomethine moiety as a metal ligation site
(PImCDTBT). We now report for the first time the application
of metal complexation in phenylazomethine to the tuning of
OPV parameters as an easily processable methodology for
improving OPV performance with a single-layered device
structure.
The phenylazomethine-appended monomer was prepared as

shown in Scheme 1. The formation of the phenylazomethine
backbone was followed by the dehydration reaction of aromatic
ketone (1) with aromatic amine (2)13 in the presence of
titanium(IV) tetrachloride and 1,4-diazabicyclo[2.2.2]octane
(DABCO) to give compound 3 in 90% yield.14 Transformation
of 3 under Miyaura borylation conditions furnished the key
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monomer 4 in 80% yield. The carbazole-based donor−
acceptor-type copolymer bearing a phenylazomethine backbone
(PImCDTBT) was prepared by the palladium-catalyzed Suzuki
cross-coupling polymerization of 4 and 5 (Scheme 2). The

molecular weight (Mw) and polydispersity (Mw/Mn) of the
polymer, as determined by gel permeation chromatography
(GPC) (eluent, o-dichlorobenzene), were 5300 and 2.12,
respectively. The 1H NMR spectrum exhibits a characteristic
peak at around 4.0 ppm, which is attributed to the alkoxy
proton derived from the solubilizing unit. This indicates the
successful introduction of the phenylazomethine backbone.
Considering an Mn is 2500, which corresponds to a degree of

polymerization of less than 3, the end groups should be readily
visible in the NMR spectra. We compared the integration value
of the alkoxy protons and that of the aromatic protons and
estimated the degree of polymerization from the NMR
spectrum. The integration ratio of signals (aromatic to alkoxy
proton) is 8.4:1. Investigating the oligomer structure, we
estimated that the oligomer has the structure with two 4 units
and three 5 units with two phenyl ring as end-cap (Mw = 2403).
Its integration ratio of signals (aromatic to alkoxy proton) is
8:1, which is reasonable value for experimental integration ratio.
More details are described in the Supporting Information.
The normalized UV−vis absorption spectra of PImCDTBT

in chlorobenzene and in the film state are shown in Figure 1a. A

characteristic absorption around 600 nm with a maximum
(λmax) at 584 nm is attributed to the intramolecular CT
transition between the electron-rich phenylcarbazole and
electron-deficient benzothiadiazole units. In the solid state,
PImCDTBT showed a significant red shift with a λmax of 603
nm. The optical bandgap is 1.73 eV, as estimated from the
absorption onset (715 nm). The electrochemical properties of
PImCDTBT were studied by cyclic voltammetry (Figure 1b).
The HOMO values are determined from the onset values of

Scheme 1. Synthesis of the Phenylazomethine-Appended
Monomer, 4a

aReagents and conditions: (a) TiCl4, DABCO, PhCl; (b) bis-
(pinacolato)diboron, potassium acetate, PdCl2(dppf), 1,4-dioxane.

Scheme 2. Synthesis of PImCDTBTa

aReagents and conditions: (a) Pd(PPh3)4, 2 M Na2CO3, Aliquat336,
toluene.

Figure 1. (a) UV−vis absorption spectra of PImCDTBT in
chlorobenzene and film prepared by spin-coating from chlorobenzene
solution (normalized at λmax in the visible region). (b) Cyclic
voltammogram and differential pulse voltammogram of the cast film of
PImCDTBT measured in acetonitrile at a scan rate of 100 mV/s with
Bu4NPF6 (0.1 mol/L) as the electrolyte. The film was prepared by
spin-coating a chloroform solution on the working electrode.
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oxidation potential with respect to ferrocene (Fc) (4.8 eV
below the vacuum level). PImCDTBT displayed oxidation
waves attributed to the oxidation of the carbazole unit. From
the cyclic voltammogram, we estimated the HOMO value to be
−5.36 eV. Compared with the HOMO energy level of other
carbazole-based low bandgap polymers, this value is reasonable
and appropriate for photovoltaic devices with the standard
configuration. From the optical bandgap, the LUMO energy
level was estimated to be −3.63 eV.
With the addition of SnCl2

15 to the chloroform/acetonitrile
solution of PImCDTBT and its monomers, the absorption
spectrum of PImCDTBT changed in a way similar to that of 4
(Figures 2 and S9 and S10a of the Supporting Information),

whereas no drastic spectral changes were observed for 4,7-
dithien-5′-yl-2,1,3-benzothiadiazole (Figure S10b).16 Consider-
ing that only a small spectral change in the absorption band
attributed to the CT transition between the carbazole and
benzothiadiazole is observed, the electronic state of
PImCDTBT is similar even during complexation with the
cationic Sn2+ ion. These results suggest that the complexation
reaction occurs only at the pendant phenylazomethine site in
PImCDTBT. In addition, they suggest that there is only a slight
change in the electronic state in the carbazole unit via
complexation,17 consistent with the results obtained via
electrochemical measurements; almost the same redox behavior
was observed for PImCDTBT complexed with an equimolar
amount of SnCl2 for one phenylazomethine unit (Figure

S11).18,11b During the complexation reaction with SnCl2, the
absorption spectrum showed three characteristic isosbestic
nodes (324, 500, and 665 nm) in the visible region (>300 nm)
for complexation on the phenylazomethine moiety.19 These
representative spectral changes, which are similar to those of
the model compound, support the result that the complexation
of SnCl2 occurs at the phenylazomethine unit beside the
polymers. Considering that the equilibrium constant for the
formation of 1:1 complexes with SnCl2 on the imine sites was
estimated to be around 105 (M−1),20 the saturated spectral
changes after adding 1.5 equiv for one phenylazomethine unit
(Figure 2b) are also reasonable for complexation exclusively on
the phenylazomethine site.
Bulk heterojunction-type OPV devices were preliminarily

fabricated with the device structure of ITO/PEDOT:PSS/
PImCDTBT:PCBM (1:3, w:w)/Al [where ITO is indium tin
oxide and PEDOT:PSS is poly(3,4-ethylenedioxythiophene)
poly(styrenesulfonate)] is to verify the effect of metal
complexation on the p-type π-conjugated polymer. The devices
were measured under the simulated AM 1.5 G illumination
condition (100 mW/cm2). The device characteristics and
current density−voltage curves are shown in Tables S1 and S2
and Figure 3. For the best device, clearly, the VOC was enhanced

from 0.46 to 0.52 V through the complexation of PImCDTBT
with 1 wt % of SnCl2. In contrast, the VOC remained the same
(0.52 V) by using PImCDTBT with 5 wt % of SnCl2. The
similar metal complexation effect can be confirmed for the
average device characteristics for eight different devices. This
increased VOC by complexing with only 1 wt % (0.05 equiv for
one phenylazomethine unit) of SnCl2 implies that there is no
relationship between the complexation-induced VOC increase
and the electronic state of PImCDTBT, especially of the
carbazole unit. One possible reason for the “metal complex-
ation effect” occurring only for complexation with 1 wt % of
SnCl2 is a change in the electronic properties of the active layer;
that is, the environment around PImCDTBT is drastically
tuned by incorporating SnCl2, which has a high polarity and a
large dipole moment. Modulating the dipole moment in the
active layer induced by the incorporation of SnCl2 might
change the energy level gap between HOMO of the electron
donor and LUMO of the electron acceptor, which results in the
increase in VOC. In contrast, the JSC and fill factor (FF)
decreased, resulting in a similar photoconversion efficiency

Figure 2. (a) UV−vis spectral changes of PImCDTBT (inset).
Enlargements focusing on isosbestic points and (b) titration curve on
stepwise addition of SnCl2 in CH3CN/CHCl3 = 1:4.

Figure 3. Current density−voltage (J−V) curves. Device config-
uration: ITO/PEDOT:PSS/PImCDTBT + n wt % SnCl2 com-
plex:PCBM (1:3, w:w)/Al.
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owing to the existence of ionic species that cause current
leakage in the device.21 Indeed, the use of PImCDTBT
complexed with 5 wt % of SnCl2 as the p-type polymer gives a
lower JSC and FF, despite the identical VOC compared with the
device based on PImCDTBT with 1 wt % of SnCl2. Further
efforts to optimize the device structure and amount of metal
ion additive to improve JSC and FF are currently ongoing.
In summary, a donor−acceptor-type π-conjugated polymer

carrying the phenylazomethine moiety as a metal complexation
site was synthesized and found to serve an important role in
improving the characteristics of OPV devices. Complexation
with a Lewis acid such as SnCl2 enhances the VOC values
derived from a change in the electronic state of the active layer.
The role of the phenylazomethine backbone is to collect the
metal ions and to prevent the phase separation and formation
of aggregates of SnCl2 with large polarity. Advanced studies of
device fabrication based on these polymers are currently under
way. However, we believe that this simple methodology can be
applied to obtain VOC values (i.e., photoconversion efficiencies)
beyond a theoretical limit without adopting multilayered device
configurations.

■ EXPERIMENTAL METHODS
PImCDTBT−SnCl2 complexes were prepared by the following
method. To a solution of PImCDTBT in chloroform was added a
solution of SnCl2 in acetonitrile, and the mixture was evaporated to
dryness to give the PImCDTBT complexes.
The polymers (PImCDTBT + n wt % SnCl2 complex) and fullerene

acceptors were codissolved in the solvent with a polymer
concentration of 4 mg/mL at 40 °C for 12 h. The ITO-coated glass
substrate was cleaned stepwise in water, acetone, and isopropyl alcohol
under ultrasonication for 10−30 min each, after which it was dried in
an oven. The ITO was subsequently cleaned with ozone. A thin layer
(∼30 nm) of PEDOT:PSS (Baytron P VP A1 4083) was spin-coated
onto the ITO surface. After being baked at 120 °C for ∼20 min, the
substrates were transferred into a nitrogen filled glovebox. A ca. 40-
nm-thick polymer/PCBM composite layer was then cast from the
blend solution at 800−1200 rpm onto the ITO/PEDOT:PSS substrate
and dried in vacuo for 30 min. The substrate was then transferred into
a thermal evaporator located in the same glovebox. The Al layer (80
nm) was deposited, and the device was annealed at 80 °C for 10 min.
The effective area was measured to be 6 mm2. Device characterization
was carried out under AM 1.5 G irradiation at the intensity of 100
mW/cm2. Current density-versus-potential (J−V) curves were
recorded with a Keithley 2400 digital sourcemeter.
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